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PRESS STATEMENT:
The Chemical Industry Calls for the Safe and Responsible Handling, Use and
Disposal of Chemicals

The Chemical Industries Council of Malaysia (CICM) shares the Selangor State
Government’s concern over the 244 illegally dumped chemical drums in Kampung Tambak
Jaya, Kuala Selangor, which caught fire in the early hours of November 25, 2019.

We understand that based on the Selangor Department of Environment’'s preliminary
investigation, the drums contained discarded paints and solvents. The authorities are also in
the midst of identifying the factory operator and/or owners of the drums, who upon
conviction, could be fined up to RM500,000, imprisonment or both under Section 34B of the
Environmental Quality Act 1974 for prohibition against placing scheduled waste. The CICM
fully supports the Government’s actions.

There must be strict enforcement efforts to deter illegal activities and irresponsible actions by
companies in the handling of chemicals and its waste disposal. Sustainable measures must
be identified and implemented to reduce the negative impact of manufacturing and handling
of chemicals to humans and the environment. As an industry association representing the
chemical industry in Malaysia, CICM will work with the Government and interested parties to
address issues and concerns arising from these recent incidents.

The CICM reiterates its call for safe and responsible handling, use and disposal of chemicals
(manufacture, transport, storage and disposal) by chemical companies and users of
chemicals to protect the environment and public health and safety. We strongly disapprove
of illegal activities and irresponsible actions in the handling of chemicals and its waste
disposal.

We also call for the expansion, access and improvement of professional waste management
facilities throughout the country to ensure that the cost of waste disposal is not prohibitively
high and to curb illegal waste dumping.

We also urge the innovative use of communications technology by providing online public
reporting applications and transparency in actions taken by authorities on social media.

The CICM and our members are signatory to the global initiative, the Responsible Care
Programme (RCP), which is a serious commitment by the chemical industry in 68 economies
worldwide, including in Malaysia to drive continuous improvements in all aspects of safety,
health, environmental protection and security performance. The RCP requires the chemical
industry to ensure operational excellence and effective management of products along the
value chain, from cradle-to-grave for the whole life cycle of their products, going beyond
legislation requirements.

The CICM reinforces its call on all chemical companies to subscribe to the Responsible Care
initiative, promoted by the Council. The safe and responsible use, handling and disposal of
chemicals are important to ensure a clean and safer environment for everyone.
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About CICM

The Chemical Industries Council of Malaysia (CICM) was established in 1978 and has more
than 100 members comprising manufacturers, traders, distributors & companies providing
services to the chemical industry. For more information on CICM, please visit CICM’s
website at www.cicm.org.my.

About Responsible Care

CICM is the Malaysian steward and focal point for Responsible Care, an initiative of the
global chemical industry and adopted by chemical companies to continuously improve
environmental, health and safety performance of their operations and products in a
responsible manner.


http://www.cicm.org.my/

