
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

CICM SIGNS MOU WITH UNIVERSITI SAINS MALAYSIA (USM) ON 

IMPLEMENTATION OF RESPONSIBLE CARE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (RCMS) 

 

USM Penang, August 14, 2024 – The Chemical Industries Council of Malaysia (CICM) today signed 

a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM) to mark its 

collaboration to support the university on their implementation of the Responsible Care Management 

System (RCMS). CICM was represented by YBhg. Datuk Dr. Abd Hapiz Abdullah, Chairman and 

USM by Professor Dato’ Seri Ir. Dr. Abdul Rahman Mohamed, Vice-Chancellor at the signing 

ceremony. 

 

Responsible Care is a voluntary initiative of the global chemical industry, initiated in Canada in 1984 

and has since been promoted by national chemical associations in nearly 70 economies worldwide. The 

aim is to drive continuous improvement in safe chemicals management and achieve excellence in health, 

safety, environment and security (HSES) performance.  

 

CICM is the main steward of Responsible Care in Malaysia. Since the launch of Responsible Care in 

Malaysia in 1994, 150 chemical companies in the country have pledged to manage their operations 

according to the 10 Guiding Principles and the Codes of Management Practices of Responsible Care. 

 

USM is the first institution of higher learning that has come onboard and pledged their commitment to 

the Responsible Care initiative in Malaysia. Under this collaboration, CICM will be supporting USM 

to implement an integrated health, safety, environment and security management system i.e. RCMS 

based on the principles of Responsible Care. The collaboration will be for a duration of 12 months, 

where CICM will undertake a joint review with USM on their existing HSES performance, identify 

areas and implement measures for improvement. 

 

This collaboration is also supported by the Social Security Organization (SOCSO) and the International 

Council of Chemical Associations (ICCA). 

 

USM was established in 1969 as the second university in the country. Today, it houses approximately 

35,000 students at undergraduate and postgraduate levels at its 17 Academic Schools on the main 

campus at Minden, Penang; 6 Schools on the Engineering Campus at Nibong Tebal, Penang; and 3 

Schools on the Health Campus at Kubang Kerian, Kelantan. USM also became the first university in 

the country to be selected by the Malaysian Government to participate in the Accelerated Programme 

for Excellence (APEX), a fast-track programme that helps tertiary institutions achieve world-class 

status.  

 

USM’s historic move is hoped to be the impetus for more institutions of higher learning to pledge their 

commitment towards the Responsible Care initiative. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Released by CICM on August 14, 2024. For further enquiries, please contact YH Dato’ Muhtar Hashim, Executive 

Director or Ms. Chan Pek Wan of the CICM Secretariat at Tel: 03-6286 7200 / Email: secretariat@cicm.org.my.  

Enclosed are the following documents: - 
 

1) Welcome Remarks by CICM Chairman   2) Welcome Remarks by Vice-Chancellor of USM 

3) Profile of Chemical Industries Council of Malaysia (CICM) 4) Profile of Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM) 

5) Details on Responsible Care in Malaysia 


