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PRESS STATEMENT:
The Chemical Industry Calls for the Safe and Responsible Handling, Use and
Disposal of Chemicals & its Waste

Kuala Lumpur, September 12, 2024: The Chemical Industries Council of Malaysia (CICM) noted with
concern, media reports this week on water pollution incidents at Sungai Pandan and several other rivers in
Johor, including Sungai Linggiu, Sungai Tebrau and Sungai Skudai, with investigations showing
substances found in the river area having the potential to harm public health, as well as having toxic
components polluting the air.

CICM joins the State Government of Johor in strongly condemning the illegal disposal of toxic chemical
wastes into the rivers. CICM supports all actions necessary to ensure these incidents do not happen again.
As an industry association representing the chemical industry in Malaysia, CICM will work with the
Government and interested parties to address issues and concerns arising from these recent incidents.

CICM also reiterates its call for safe and responsible handling, use and disposal of chemicals (manufacture,
transport, storage and disposal) by chemical companies and users of chemicals to protect the environment
and public health and safety. We strongly disapprove of illegal activities and irresponsible actions in the
handling of chemicals and its waste disposal.

CICM and our members are signatory to the global initiative, the Responsible Care Programme (RCP),
which is a serious commitment by the chemical industry in nearly 70 economies worldwide, including in
Malaysia, to drive continuous improvements in all aspects of safety, health, environmental protection and
security performance.

The RCP requires the chemical industry to ensure operational excellence and effective management of
products along the value chain, from cradle-to-grave for the whole life cycle of their products, going beyond
legislation requirements. CICM being the steward for the RCP in Malaysia, reinforces its call on all
chemical companies to subscribe to the Responsible Care initiative. The safe and responsible use, handling
and disposal of chemicals are important to ensure a clean and safer environment for everyone.

Released by the Chemical Industries Council of Malaysia (CICM) on September 12, 2024. Please attribute this press
statement to CICM and not the sender. For further enquiries, please contact the CICM Secretariat (YH Dato’ Muhtar
Hashim / Ms Chan Pek Wan) at Tel: 03-62867200 / Email: muhtar@muhtarhashim.com / pek_wan@fmm.org.my.

About CICM

The Chemical Industries Council of Malaysia (CICM) was established in 1978 and has more than 100 members
comprising manufacturers, traders, distributors & companies providing services to the chemical industry. For more
information on CICM, please visit CICM’s website at www.cicm.org.my.

About Responsible Care

CICM is the Malaysian steward and focal point for Responsible Care, an initiative of the global chemical industry and
adopted by chemical companies to continuously improve environmental, health and safety performance of their
operations and products.
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